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XXL AbftraB of a ReglJIer ef the Barometer^ Thermometer^ 
and Rain ^ at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1783. jB)/ Thomas 
Barker;, £^* ; communicated by Thoraas White, JE^.K R.S^ 
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46 
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35 
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m 
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53 
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47 

40| 
40 



68 
85 
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H 
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35 

40 

43 
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43 

43^ 
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56 
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67 
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74 
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67 
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60 
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Inch. 
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Inches 22,779 



Inch, 
4,43 
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2, 1 6 
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2,84 
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2.24 
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3.0^ 
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Lambeth. 
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Inch. 

1,51 

2,98 



»93 



»59 
2,36 
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2,23 
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1^63 

1,22 
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The year btgaii witk a fhort dry froft, then fhowery, inters 
mixed with froft,,. The end of January, and near half of Fe<^ 
bruary, ftbrmy and wet^,, and after ten days fine and mild ; a 
fe ve re. feafon for fn ow, wet, wind, and froift, , The end of Fe- 
briiarj and beginning of March Gut the grafs, cora, and ftock,- 
more than all the- wiriter fefbre. From Mareh io\ to May 27* 
%vas a very dry feafon and fine feed-^time ; but fo dry at laft the 
late fown corn could not come up. The fpring was pleafant ; 
but almofl conflant ffofty mornings till April,- and frequent 
afterward, kept thingsbackward;^, and though there was fdme 
fine warm weather the middle o£ April, yet later in May th6 
drought and N.E. winds flopped* the growth of things ; and 
two fharp froflynjghts. May 25. and 26. the rime was fa par- 
ticularly cutting in the meadows, that the y<?^i^g ^^ots on- 
many oak and afli trees in the valli^s \N^xt entirely killed^ while 
thofe on the hUls were wihurt, and ^feme of the topB of the^ 
trees eicaped, though the bottom§,were blafedi? 

May 27^ to 30. in a continued^three day a rain there, fell 3I 
inches, which is^ I beligve,. thevmoU that hgs come in one 
continued imceaiing rain iince July i7||, when, iii about the 
fame time, there came fi^e i^ches ; big: the< min this M^ was 
not alike in all places j for thtre was not a.qparte^r fb mych in 
Hampfhire., This rain was of vafi feruice to bring up the late 
fawn corn, and make the graf§ grow weir; but this and fome 
other hafly ^rains afterwards hprt tlje meadow gra% by fldbding- 
k three times* Hot weather fucceeding, it was a Y^mj growing 
titne, an4.te|j days tc^ethei:,; iii the mid41e of June, were all 

wpt. 

During the fhowery time . an uncommon hazinef$ began, 
Wihich was very remarkable all the reft of .the fummer: the. 
aif wgs Ml; thick both below the clouds and above them, the 

hilla 
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Mils looked blue, and at a diftance could not be feen ; the fim 
ftonevery red through the haze, and fometimes could iiot be 
feen "when near fetting. There was more or lefs of this haze 
almoft conftantlj for a month, and very frequently to the end 
of the fummer, and it did not ceafe tili Michaelmas ; and iiei^ 
ther rain nor fair, wind nor calm, eaft^ nor weft winds, took it 
away ; and it was^ as exteniive as common, for It was the fame 
all over Europe, and even to the top of the Alps* This haze 
was very like Virgil^s defcription of the fummer after J^ 
Cesar's death, which was prahably the fame cafe, 

Cum capu4 ob found nitidumferrugm texit^, 

for rufty iron is a very good defcription of the colour the fliti 
ihone. But by Pcut arch's account, near the end of C. 
OiESAR, that fummer was very v different froni this in other 
refpefitg; for, he fays, the fun gave very Httle htat, the 
airwas' cloudy and heavy, and ^ the fruits not ripened, .which 
was not the cafe thiB year ; for this was a dry haze, the fum^ 
mer in general hot and dryi and in ibme^countries very muck 

I think I never knew mere mifehief done by thunder tham 
there was in different places this year, from the beginning of 
Jtsly, and very feldom more or hotter weather; yet where 
they had not thofe thunder^#iower& they fuffered :by being 
burnt up. Here we never wanted grafs after May, and the 
hayand harveft were both well got in ; but in Surrey, Hamp- 
ihire, and Dorfet^ they were very na^ch bu^rnt up, had iittk 
hay, and as they had a g@od deal of {howery weather in har«* 
veft^ their barley fuffered twice, from not coming up in time^ 
and again in getting it in. As the rain this year was chiefly in 
&awe;rs or. fudden rains, it fell very uncertainly, as appears by 

comparing 
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comparing what fell here with that in Hampfhire. The latter 
part of Auguft and firft half of September was fhowery ; but 
in this country not fo much as to hurt the harveft, a great part 
of which was in firft. The crop of grain was in general 
pretty good^ but did not yield enough to make up the defe6t 
of the laft year's crop, every body was fo much out of all forts, 
as the corn laftyear was both fcarce and bad ; grain, therefore, 
continued dear this year, efpecially barley. 

The fummer 1782 had been fo cold and wttj that the 
flower buds on many trees were very fmalt and not perfeded, 
fo that this fpring there was a great want of bloffoms on the 
wall fruit and apples, and exceeding few indeed on afli-trees 
and hawthorn. I do not know of any adikeys at all, nor any 
bunches of haws, only a few fcattered lingle ones; but cher-^ 
ries and plumbs bloflbmed well, and there was no want of 
fruit ; plenty of currants, and vaft quantities of goofeberries. 

Auguft 1 8. a remarkable ball of fire was {ten between nine and 
ten at night all over England, and even in foreign countries* It 
feemed to move from north to fouth or fouth-eaft. There 
was another October 4, but not fo much obferved, and fome 
fay another afterward, but little (ttn ; but there were very few 
northern lights this autumn* 

The auturnn was a very fine one ; calm, fair, and mild, but 
rather too dry for the fowing of wheat, which, however, in 
general came up well, and what lay dry was brought up vtrj 
finely by ten days wet the middle of November ; after which 
it was dry and fine again, an open mild time, with few frofiy 
mornings ; but a good deal of dark or mifty weather in Decem- 
ber, yet mild till the lail: week, when there came a great fnow, 
¥erj fevere froft, and cutting ftrong wind, which ended the year. 



